
Paint a Still-Life 
Still-life art features an arrangement of “still” (not moving) objects like fruits and items from home. 
A still life can be represented in painting, sculpture, or any other kind of art.  
 

But let’s take a closer look at some of the still-life paintings in Mia’s collection to inspire your own 
still-life painting!* (*not all paintings featured here are on view currently) 

 

 

Questions: 
1. What fruits or objects can you spot in each painting? 

⚫ Think about what kinds of foods or home items you want to have in your still-life painting 
⚫ Notice how the objects are arranged. Do you want to use a bowl or platter in your painting? 

2. Which one is your favorite and why? 
⚫ Think about what kind of style (realistic vs. abstract) and colors you want to paint 

 

Now that you have taken time to observe and think about still-life paintings, it’s time to arrange and 
paint your own! You can also use other materials like markers, crayons, or colored pencils if you do 
not have paint. There is no wrong way to paint a still-life so just have fun! 
 

1. Severin Roesen, Abundant Fruit, 1858, Oil on canvas, Gift of Don and Diana Lee Lucker 2005.96  (On view in G322)    
2. Itō Shinsui; Publisher: Watanabe Shōzaburō, Melon and Peaches, 1939, Woodblock print; ink and color on paper, Gift 

of Ellen and Fred Wells 2002.161.10  (Not on view) 
3. Roy Lichtenstein; Publisher: The Committee to Endow a Chair in Honor of Meyer Schapiro, at Columbia University, 

New York; Printer: Styria Studio, New York, Untitled (Still Life with Lemon and Glass), 1974, color lithograph and 
screenprint with debossing, Gift of Raymond A. and Ruth A. Reister  2016.136.6.5 (Not on view)  

4. Fernand Léger, Table and Fruit, 1909, oil on canvas, The William Hood Dunwoody Fund  47.8 (On view in G367) 
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